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Archaeological Site Policy  

“Leave No Trace”

Thank you for being a respectful steward  
of the resources!

Anything older than 100 years is an archaeological  
resource.

How old is old?

Caring for Culture
 Stories are hidden within Capitol Reef’s historic and prehistoric artifacts

Isn’t it bad to leave old objects laying around?

It’s the ARPA law!

Why should we care about old objects?

Cultural resources tell stories.

-

Archaeologists at Capitol Reef National Park work to 
remove graffiti from historic and prehistoric sites. 



Trash or Treasure?

Recyclable

Rubber

Diapers and toilet paper

Cellophane wrappers 

Cigarette butts

Paper

Plastic

Aluminum cans

                                                                                 Capitol Reef National Park recylces

 TRASH: SAFELY PICK IT UP OR RECYCLE IT

 When in doubt, contact the Capitol Reef Archeology Office at 435-425-4141.

Rusted metal objects (cans, nails, scrap metal)

Purple or aqua glass bottles or fragments

Thick or distorted glass

Non-plastic buttons

Porcelain ceramics

Horseshoes

Decayed leather scraps

Bones, hair, feathers, hide, horn

Clay ceramics (pottery sherds)

Lithics (arrowheads, stone knives, flakes)

Cedar bark, matting, corn cobs

Wood posts and other wood objects

 TREASURE: LEAVE IT BE


